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Appendix 1 - Rural Needs Impact Assessment (RNIA)
Template
1E. Please provide details of the aims and/or objectives of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service.
City & Growth Deals
1D. Please provide the official title (if any) of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service document or initiative relating to the category indicated in Section 1C above.
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1C. Please indicate which category the activity specified in Section 1B above relates to.
1B. Please provide a short title which describes the activity being undertaken by the Public Authority that is subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016.
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1A. Name of Public Authority.
SECTION 1 - Defining the activity subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016


TA City & Growth Deal is an agreement between government and a city or region. It gives the city/region and its surrounding area certain powers and freedom to:
· take charge and responsibility of decisions that affect their area
· do what they think is best to help businesses grow
· create economic growth
· decide how public money should be spent


City and Growth Deals are an agreed NI Executive priority and represent an investment opportunity of £1.2 billion capital support secured jointly through the UK Government and the NI Executive.
Invest NI, working on behalf of the Department for the Economy, is now the recognised Investment Decision Maker (IDM) across the Innovation Projects under the City & Growth Deals Programme
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Reasons why a definition of ‘rural’ is not applicable.


Rationale for using alternative definition of ‘rural’.

Details of alternative definition of ‘rural’ used.

Population Settlements of less than 5,000 (Default definition). Other Definition (Provide details and the rationale below).
A definition of ‘rural’ is not applicable.


X
1F. What definition of ‘rural’ is the Public Authority using in respect of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?
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2C. If the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural areas differently from people in urban areas, please explain how it is likely to impact on people in rural areas differently.

2B. Please explain how the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural areas.

Yes	No	If the response is NO GO TO Section 2E.
X

2A. Is the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service likely to impact on people in rural areas?
SECTION 2 - Understanding the impact of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service


A Guide to the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 for Public Authorities
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The projects which Invest NI are considering are innovation-based projects which cover investments to support economic development and research based opportunities and are focused towards businesses and developing infrastructure that business will access.
Invest NI’s partnership role in City & Growth Deals is to provide the link and access to industry. It is critical that industry’s voice is heard on these projects, to help shape their development and delivery and to ensure they remain industry relevant, future proofed and complementary to one another, helping to drive productivity and competitiveness across Northern Ireland.
Additionally, it is the Deal Owner (local councils) who have selected the projects. They have been developed after their own reviews and assessment of the type of projects that can offer the best benefit to the specific region.  These Councils will have conducted a rural needs assessment relating to the choice of project.

2E. Please explain why the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is NOT likely to impact on people in rural areas.
If the response to Section 2A was YES GO TO Section 3A.

Rural Businesses Rural Tourism Rural Housing
Jobs or Employment in Rural Areas Education or Training in Rural Areas
Broadband or Mobile Communications in Rural Areas Transport Services or Infrastructure in Rural Areas Health or Social Care Services in Rural Areas
Poverty in Rural Areas Deprivation in Rural Areas
Rural Crime or Community Safety Rural Development
Agri-Environment

Other (Please state)













2D. Please indicate which of the following rural policy areas the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to primarily impact on.
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3C. Please provide details of the methods and information sources used to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas including relevant dates, names of organisations, titles of publications, website references, details of surveys or consultations undertaken etc.

Consultation with Rural Stakeholders	Published Statistics Consultation with Other Organisations	Research Papers Surveys or Questionnaires	Other Publications
Other Methods or Information Sources (include details in Question 3C below).







3B. Please indicate which of the following methods or information sources were used by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas.

Yes	No	If the response is NO GO TO Section 3E.
x

3A. Has the Public Authority taken steps to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas that are relevant to the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?
SECTION 3 - Identifying the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in Rural Areas
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Within City & Growth Deals, it is the Deal Owner (local councils) who has selected the projects. These have been developed after their own reviews and assessment of the type of projects that can offer the best benefit to their specific region. This assessment will have included a rural needs analysis and the final list of projects that have been carried forward is a result of the council’s deliberations and decision.

The makeup of the specific project has once again been decided upon by the Deal owners, which includes the type of support being offered, the infrastructure being developed and the party who can access the services being offered. 

Invest NI’s role is to help ascertain, in partnership with the Government Department responsible for funding (for innovation projects, this is DfE), that the project offers VFM.

3E. Please explain why no steps were taken by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas?
If the response to Section 3A was YES GO TO Section 4A.

3D. Please provide details of the social and economic needs of people in rural areas which have been identified by the Public Authority?
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N/a
4A. Please provide details of the issues considered in relation to the social and economic needs of people in rural areas.
SECTION 4 - Considering the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in Rural Areas
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If the response to Section 5A was YES GO TO Section 6A.

5B. Please explain how the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, has been influenced by the rural needs identified.

Yes	No	If the response is NO GO TO Section 5C.
x

5A. Has the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, been influenced by the rural needs identified?
SECTION 5 - Influencing the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service



City & Growth Deals Division
G7
A Guide to the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016 for Public Authorities
(Revised) April 2018

Rural Needs Impact Assessment undertaken by:
Gary Campbell
Position/Grade:
Division/Branch
Signature:
Gary Campbell
Date:
25/01/23
Rural Needs Impact Assessment approved by:
Pamela Marron
Position/Grade:
Equality Manager
Division/Branch:
Performance Compliance and Co-ordination
Signature:
Pamela Marron
Date:
16/03/23

I confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained and relevant information compiled.

x
6A. Please tick below to confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained by the Public Authority and relevant information on the Section 1 activity compiled in accordance with paragraph 6.7 of the guidance.
SECTION 6 - Documenting and Recording
Within City & Growth Deals, it is the Deal Owner (local councils) who has selected the projects. These have been developed after their own reviews and assessment of the type of projects that can offer the best benefit to their specific region. This assessment will have included a rural needs analysis and the final list of projects that have been carried forward is a result of the council’s deliberations and decision.

The makeup of the specific project has once again been decided upon by the Deal owners, which includes the type of support being offered, the infrastructure being developed and the party who can access the services being offered. 

Invest NI’s role is to help ascertain in partnership, with the Government Department responsible for funding (for innovation projects, this is DfE), that the project offers VFM.
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5C. Please explain why the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or the delivery of the Public Service, has NOT been influenced by the rural needs identified.
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